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WHITCHURCH: An important message concerning attendance.
Dear Parents and carers,

It was with great disappointment that I discovered yesterday that our school is at the bottom of an attendance table, showing how often children come to school.

Compared with over 20 other schools in the area, we are one of the lowest performing. See a section of this table below:
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As you can see, we are below 95% for children attending school, which is below national expectation.

Of more concern is that we have a high number of children below 90%, meaning these children miss roughly one day in every fortnight. 

I have repeatedly reminded parents and carers of bringing their children to school, on time, every day. Below are extracts from this year’s newsletters doing just that:

[image: image5.png]ATTENDANCE: As mentioned on page 1, we continue our drive to get all children in school, on time, every day. In
order to support everyone with this, we will be holding informal meetings in Term 2 with parents/carers of children
under 95%. Please do attend if invited as those who have in the past praise the interventions we put in place to help.




[image: image6.png]ATTENDANCE: Please continue to bring your children to school every day, on time. Itis particularly
important that children are not late, as learning starts immediately at our school. For example, in Key Stage 1
(years R, 1 and 2) phonics start at the beginning of the day. If you bring your child late to school for this
session they miss out on valuable reading skills, which will enable them to leam even more throughout the
rest of their time at our school.




[image: image7.png]ATTENDANCE: Please make sure your child is in school, on time,
every day of this academic year. In particular next week, as on one
day next week the whole school will receive a visit from the *Wild
Science Animal Encounter’ Team. Children will be given the
opportunity to see and learn about a variety of different animals and
species! Remember children, be in every day next week to ensure
you get to see this fantastic show! Thank you to the PTA for so
generously sponsoring this event!




As a school, we also provide as many educational and enjoyable activities as we can, to ensure children want to come to school:
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Therefore, please can I remind parents and carers of the importance of bringing their children to school on time, every day. I often wish it wasn’t listed as ‘children’s attendance’, but ‘parents/carers who bring their children to school’, as ultimately children play very little part in their attendance.

Finally, thank you to the 94.69% of parents and carers who do bring their children to school on time, every day. It is with heavy heart I feel the need to write such a letter to all when it is just a small minority who need to read this. Thank you to those parents and carers who are really helping everyone at Whitchurch to ‘achieve our best together’.
Yours sincerely

Mr Hornsby
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