WHITCHURCH PRIMARY SCHOOL

Achieving Our Best Together
HOMEWORK Policy

RATIONALE

We believe that it is important that children are encouraged to continue with their learning at home and for this reason ‘homework’ will regularly be given to children in order for them to either prepare for, or develop upon work being done in school.

At Whitchurch Primary School we also believe this gives parents the opportunity to gauge how their children are doing at school as well as providing a window into the work which they are mastering. In addition it provides an opening for parents to engage with, encourage and share learning with their children. 
Work will take a variety of forms and will not necessarily involve formal recording.

Where formal work is set it will be marked according to the school marking policy.

AIMS:
(
To encourage children to continue their learning beyond school and at home.

(
To encourage children to develop their ability to explore and access different sources of information.

(
To encourage children to develop the skills required for independent learning.

(
To encourage parental involvement, working in partnership with them to support their children’s learning outside of school.

GUIDELINES:
1
All children should read, ideally on a daily basis at home, but as a minimum five times a week. This should be recorded at home (by the child from Year 4 onwards) in the child’s Reading Record. 

1 Merit point will be awarded to children who read five times in a week.
2
Children will be expected to learn spellings (from Year 1 onwards).

3
Children will be expected to learn numbers bonds and times tables (from Year 1 onwards) as required.

4
Children are encouraged to research for information and artefacts to support class topics.

5
On occasions children may be required to complete unfinished class work at home.
6
Children may be given investigations or problem solving activities to carry out at home.

7
Regular homework may be given to either to re-enforce or introduce work done in English or maths. It may also link with current class topics.
8
If parents assist with homework it should be indicated that the work has been aided.

9. 
Parents should initial both the reading record (on a weekly basis) and the homework after it has been completed.
10. 
Homework should not exceed a reasonable time each week. At Whitchurch Primary School we deem a reasonable amount of time to be:15 minutes in Year R, 20 minutes in Year 1, 40 minutes in Year 2, 45 minutes in Year 3, 50 minutes in Year 4, 60 minutes in Year 5 & 60 minutes in Year 6 (This may increase prior to SATs depending on the level of support your child may need.) These times exclude the time that is spent reading on a daily basis and the time required during the week to learn the spellings set by the class teacher. If your child is taking longer than this please stop after the ‘reasonable time’ for your child’s year group and write a note in your child’s homework book to let the class teacher know.
11.
Homework should be differentiated to a minimum of three levels to ensure all children can access the work and are challenged.
12. 
Homework should be handed in on the designated day so that the class teacher can mark the work before the next set of homework is set. Marking will help parents to gauge how well their children are doing.
13.
Teachers may require children (from Year 3 onwards) to work (for the agreed amount of time) during lunchtime(s) or break-time(s) in order to complete or improve homework. 
14.
Some teachers may choose to provide a ‘homework club’ for children who require support to work on their homework. This is done on an entirely voluntary basis as these clubs often take place during class teachers lunch breaks.
15. 
As a school we have high expectations for your children. Part of these high expectations may include requiring your child to improve their work in order to ensure they achieve the best progress that they are capable of and are Secondary ready.
CONCLUSION

With the support of parents, children will develop good ‘homework’ habits which will enhance learning in school and form a sound basis for their long term education.  
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