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SEND Information Report 2023
· What kinds of special educational needs are provided for?
Whitchurch Primary School is committed to providing a full curriculum to as wide a range of pupils as possible. Pupils with needs ranging across the four areas outlined in the 2014 Code of Practice are fully integrated and supported. The four areas of SEND have been identified by the 2014 code as: 

Communication and Interaction

Social, Mental and Emotional Health

Sensory and/or Physical Needs

Cognition and Learning

We are also committed to providing an outstanding educational experience to children with needs such as ASD, ADHD, Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, Speech and Language needs and medical needs. When needs are unidentifiable we strive to accommodate these to a very high standard, ensuring all at Whitchurch Primary School ‘achieve their best together’.
We have a SEND Local Offer and Accessibility Action Plan (http://www.whitchurchprimary.co.uk/key-information) in place to ensure a systematic approach to meeting our philosophical and statutory commitment to widening educational access within our school. 
· What methods are there for identifying children and young people with SEND? How are needs assessed? 
At Whitchurch Primary School, we will know when children need extra help if: 

· Concerns are raised by teachers, parents/carers, or the child’s previous school or preschool.

· There is a concern about the rate of progress a child is making. 
· There is a concern about a child’s academic attainment. 

· There is a change in a child’s behaviour or emotional well being. 
· A child asks for help.
If your child is not making expected progress or there is another indicator of concern, the school will discuss with you: 

The nature of the school’s concerns, and whether these concerns are seen and shared by parent(s). School recommendations and actions will be discussed through both informal discussions, formal meetings and termly Learning Plans. This response will be graduated and designed to unpick, identify and support the needs of the child so as to best support progress (be that emotional or academic).
Once needs are identified we will assess them through formal and informal methods. For instance, in terms of dyslexia our trained dyslexia teacher will assess the children using nationally recognised methods. At other times it may be necessary to use an informal approach, drawing on the considerable experience and training of our support and teaching staff. We also liaise closely with other schools in the local area, and are continuously researching and developing new methods to meet every child’s needs. Finally, we work in partnership with a variety of multi agency workers and health care professionals in this field.
· What is the name and contact details of the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinator (SENDCo)?

The SENDCo Miss Holly Cefai who works in close partnership with our SEND governor, Ms Christine Dyer. Both can be contacted through the school office, our phone number, 01275 833593, or email, holly.cefai@whitchurchprimary.co.uk.

· What are the arrangements for consulting parents of children with SEND and involving them in their child’s education?
We very much encourage all parents to become involved in their child’s learning at all times, every step of the way. This is done through our website, class dojo page, termly ‘boxes’ letter and regular home work. Formal Parent Consultation sessions are held, which children attend half of, three times a year. Every teacher is also available for informal discussion at the end of each day as children leave school. 
Parents are consulted on their children’s learning through a Learning Plan, written during Term 1,3 and 5 and reviewed in Term 2,4 and 6. Learning plans can include interventions and support to be carried out at home, as well as explanations of in school support. These are presented through clear targets. We also make parents aware of interventions that are put in place for their child. We involve many outside agencies in our support, and parents are encouraged to liaise with these professionals.
In summary, every person involved in the support of every child is available to discuss and advise in a given time period.

· What are the arrangements for consulting young people with SEND and involving them in their education?
We believe in full inclusion at Whitchurch Primary School, and as a result, children with additional needs may not be aware of this. They will instead describe interventions and actions in place to help them ‘learn even more’, or to make them an ‘even better learner’. All children will be aware of their targets (whether they are learning plan targets or not) and are able to speak about them using the child friendly language we employ. Certain additional areas of each child’s education will be explained to them in a clear yet sensitive nature, allowing every child to appreciate their individuality and opportunity to learn at our school. Where children are aware of their attainment in the school, and appreciate their ‘next steps’ to further their learning, we are working on a progress measure so children can see how much they’ve learned, so they see how much we’ve ‘achieved together!’
· What are the arrangements for supporting children and young people in moving between places of education and in preparing for adulthood?  As young people prepare for adulthood, outcomes should reflect their ambitions, which could include higher education, employment, independent living and participation in society.
Induction for all Early Years children takes place in term 6. Year R teachers visit pre-school settings and homes to be able to observe and meet children before they begin school in September. There will also be comprehensive discussions about any specific needs of SEND children and any appropriate transition support will be put in place. If your child joins school in Year R, there may be transition funding available to support your child settling into school. Careful planning is undertaken every year (especially for ASD pupils) to ensure a smooth transition into the new academic year, particularly when the move is between key stages/school buildings. 

For children transferring at the end of year 6, additional meetings between parents and staff are arranged as necessary to support SEND pupils. All year 6 children are given opportunities to visit their new schools for ‘taster days’, often we support children with additional needs to make further visits in order to fully prepare them for a positive transition. We also ensure that all records about your child’s needs are passed on in a timely fashion. 

· What is the approach to teaching children and young people with SEND?

At Whitchurch, our teaching approach is to strategically develop independence within an inclusive environment.  This approach takes into account the learning needs of all the children in the classroom. Following this approach, teachers, and all who teach and support children with SEND, enable all children to reach their potential by 

· Providing differentiated work

· Removing barriers to learning for all pupils 

· Having high expectations for all pupils 

· Creating an inclusive learning environment, monitored closely by the Headteacher, Deputy Head/ SENDCo and SEND governor.
STEP 1 (Learning Plan): Measurable and achievable targets will be set and a Support Plan, outlining all interventions and support, will be written by the class teacher, in consultation with parents. These interventions may be carried out by a Learning Support Assistant (LSA) or by the class teacher. In some instances, the support may be delivered by an outside agency, such as the Speech and Language team, following a referral agreed with parents, class teachers and the SENDCo. Pupils’ progress will be monitored by the member of staff delivering the intervention and the class teacher. If these targets are achieved, then subsequent learning targets are identified. 

If targets are not achieved, the child may be moved to the next step, following discussion with the SENDCo and parents.

STEP 2: The next step of our school support plan is sometimes characterised by a referral to an outside agency, though this could happen at any step. It will be written by the SENCO and Class teacher and sometimes a parental contribution is required.
· Teacher consults SENDCo

· Individual progress and achievement records are collated to ensure that a firm base line for future assessment and progress is established. 

· Educational Psychologist and/or other external specialist services become involved as appropriate.
· Records are accessed to ensure that there is no underlying medical or sensory impairment that is preventing learning. 

· Teacher and/or SENDCo keeps tracking up to date. 

STEP 3 (EHCP): If, after assessment, the Local Authority decides to award further appropriate provision this will be arranged and put in place in the form of an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP). Parents will be fully involved in this process. If the assessment does not result in a statement or EHCP, parents have the right to appeal to the local authority.

· How are adaptations made to the curriculum and the learning environment of children and young people with SEND?
All our teachers are trained to be able to differentiate work for individual pupils' needs. This may be related to the way in which the child learns best, their ability level or their own personal learning goals. If your child needs further specifically identified support to be able to access the curriculum, then this support may be provided by: equipment in class (talk buttons, personal workstation, visual timetables, ipads etc), pre or post teaching of work with the class teacher, LSA or SENDCo, or by differentiation of work using various methods.  These adaptations will be highlighted in learning plans, personalized to each child. Whenever necessary, the school endeavours to provide support as recommended by outside agencies and professionals such as educational psychologists etc.
· What is the support for improving emotional and social development?  This includes extra pastoral support arrangements for listening to the views of children and young people with SEND and measures to prevent bullying?
Our school offers a wide range of pastoral support for children who need extra support for their emotional and social well-being. This could be through ‘circle time’ with class teachers during PSHE lessons, or 1:1 or group interventions carried out by the class teacher, LSA or SENDCo. 

The Thrive programme is used to identify the emotional needs of children and a specially trained LSA then offers targeted interventions. We also have a qualified ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant) who delivers 1:1 support. 

Some pupils with emotional difficulties have benefited from the additional support of expert advice, for example staff from Fosseway school, who specialise in Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD). We also have regular visits from practitioners from SFC (Sporting Family Change) who encourage the use of physical activity to improve the emotional development of young people and staff from Forest Schools who deliver outdoor pursuits to build team work and social development.  

Our school nurse is also qualified to be able to offer support to pupils and where necessary referrals may also be made to CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services). At times, it may be appropriate for a CAF (Common Assessment Framework) to be used to support the well-being of a child and their family. A CAF essentially creates a plan for the child and family and is written by a ‘Lead Professional’ in consultation with other professionals who are working with the family. For children with medical or sensory needs, the school can access the disability team at the RUH in Bath as well as the Physical and Sensory Support team.
· What is the expertise and training of staff to support children and young people with SEN, and how is specialist expertise secured?
Our school has a SENDCO and their job is to support the class teacher in planning for children with SEND. The school provides training and support to enable all staff to improve the teaching and learning of children, including those with SEND. This includes whole school training on SEND issues, e.g. Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), Speech and language difficulties, attachment awareness and the importance of child and parental inclusion in planning and assessing support to name but a few recent examples.
The SENDCO or Head teacher sources additional training provided by specialists. Our school has access to aforementioned structures such as Youth Mental Health First Aid ELSA and Thrive.

Individual teachers and support staff attend training run by outside agencies or the Local Authority that is relevant to the needs of specific children in their class.

· How does the school evaluate the effectiveness of the provision made for children and young people with SEND?
Children’s progress is continually monitored by their class teachers. Their progress is reviewed formally every term by Data Tracking and Intervention Tracking. The SEND children will have an Individual Support Plan (ISP), their personal targets are reviewed regularly. The parents and carers are invited to the reviews. We also use Pupil voice and work scrutiny to monitor the effectiveness of provision. In addition, we take guidance from health professionals and use their assessments and target setting to help us meet the needs of the children.
· How are children and young people with SEND enabled to engage in activities available with children and young people in the school who do not have SEND?
Children’s learning plans will identify any activities that will meet their educational needs. Our school building is accessible in that it is single level throughout. Access into all classrooms, halls and the outdoors is ground level and appropriate for use with wheelchairs and walking aids. We ensure, wherever possible, that equipment used is accessible to all children regardless of their needs. After school provision and extra-curricular activities are accessible for children with SEND.

· How does the school involve other bodies, including health and social care bodies, local authority support services and voluntary sector organisations, in meeting children and young people’s SEND and supporting their families?
Our school has access to the Local Authority’s provision. We also buy in provision such as Educational Psychology service and Speech and Language Therapy. Our school has access to Health provision, such as school nurse, Occupational therapy, CAMHS.
Holly Cefai

SENDCo and Deputy Headteacher

